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Secretaries in that House, thus ensuring that there shall be a nucleus
of Ministers in the Lords; for convention requires the presence of
political office-holders in one or other House. In detail the legisla-
tion secures that no person is disqualified from sitting in the House of
Commons by holding the office of Chancellor of the Exchequer, the
seven Secretaries of State, First Lord of the Admiralty, President of
the Board of Trade, Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Minister
of Education,1 Minister of Health, Minister of Labour and National
Service, Minister of Transport or Minister of Supply.2
1 Similarly no disqualification attaches to the Lord President of the
Council, the Lord Privy Seal, the Postmaster-General or the First
Commissioner of Works3; but only three of the holders of these
posts may sit and vote in the House of Commons at any one time.
In 1937 it followed that if all the offices enumerated in the Schedule -
of the Act were filled, there must be at least three holders of them
in the House of Lords, but subsequent legislation has removed any
statutory minimum. The First Lord of the Treasury,4 the Minister
of Housing and Local Government, the Minister of Pensions and
National Insurance, the Minister of Fuel and Power, the Minister of
Civil Aviation, the Minister of Food and the Minister of Defence are
all eligible to sit in the House of Commons as is the Chancellor of
the Duchy of Lancaster who holds an "old" office. A Minister who
is appointed to perform particular duties without being put in charge
of a department may sit in the House of Commons, but not more
than three such Ministers may sit and vote at the same time.5 In this
category in 1955 were one of the Ministers of State who assisted the
Foreign Secretary, the Minister of State for Colonial Affairs and the
Minister of State at the Board of Trade, together with two more
such Ministers in the House of Lords, one for the Foreign Office and
the other for Scotland. The number of persons entitled to sit and
vote in the House of Commons while they are Parliamentary
Under-Secretaries is fixed by statute.6
Where any of the permitted numbers is exceeded, an election is penalties.
not invalid, but only a Minister who held his office and was a member
of the House of Commons before the excess occurred may sit or vote
until the number is reduced by death, resignation or otherwise to
the number entitled to sit and vote. A Minister who sits or votes
1 Education Act, 1944,
a Ministry of Supply Act, 1939.
8 Ministry of Works Act, 1942. The office is held ex officio by the Minister.
4 The salaried post held by the Prime Minister: Ministers of the Crown Act,
1937, s. 4.
* Re-election of Ministers Act, 1919, s. 2, and House of Commons Disqualifi-
cation (Declaration of Law) Act, 1935.
« The number of Parliamentary Under-Secretaries to Ministries specified in the
Ministers of the Crown Act, 1937, must not exceed twenty-two: Ministers of the
Crown (Parliamentary Under-Secretaries) Act, 1951, s. 1 (2).

